
What are Native Plants? 
Native plant species evolved within specific re

gions and dispersed throughout their range with

out known human involvement. These plants 

form the primary structure of the living land

scape and provide food and shelter for native 

animal species. 

What Makes Them Easy? 
All the plants in this brochure are "perennials" -

meaning that they come back every year. They 

are also naturally adapted to our local soils and 

climate. If you provide the right growing condi

tions in your garden, they are easy to grow and 

maintain. 

Why Are Natives Important? 
Native plants attract a variety of birds, butter

flies, and other wildlife by providing diverse habi

tats and food sources. Native plants feed the 

small, squishy plant eaters that are the base of 

the food chain and are the food for our young 

birds. Native plants feed the pollinators. Often 

we may not notice the hummingbirds, bees, bee

tles, butterflies, and flies that carry pollen from 

one plant to another as they collect nectar. Yet 

without them, wildlife would have fewer nutri

tious berries and seeds, and we would miss many 

fruits, vegetables, and nuts such as blueberries, 

squash, and almonds. By planting a diverse pallet 

of native plants we invite not only the plant 

eating insects, but also their predators, pollina

tors, seed dispersers and recyclers that make a 

garden work. In short, because our native plants 

and animals have evolved together, they support 

each other and we enjoy the beauty and fruits of 

their labor. 

For More Information on Native Plants: 

www.plantnovanatives.org 

What is Part Shade? 

Part shade is usually defined as receiving at least 

two hours of sun, but less than six. Partial shade 

plants may also be referred to as those that need 

filtered or dappled light. They do well under a 

tree canopy with gaps that let in light for at least 

part of the day. Plants that prefer part shade 

usually do not do well in hot afternoon sun, al

though there are some exceptions. In addition to 

the plants listed in this brochure, there are many 

more natives that do well in part shade. 

Although not as numerous, there are also native 

species that will grow in dense shade. 

For More Information: 

www .plantnovanatives.org/ shade-gardens 

Plant NOVA Natives 

This brochure was produced by the Plant NOVA 

Natives campaign. The goal of the campaign is to 

promote the use of native plants in the urban 

and suburban landscapes of Northern Virginia, 

and to increase their availability in retail nurse

ries throughout the region. 
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